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F  .  A  L  ii  5  R  K  : 
Frinted  and  Sold  by  T  jf  oi  niUfh 


MENOmS  OF  THE  LIFE 


OF 

The  Right  Hon.  a  J.  Fox. 


CHARLES  JAMES  FOX  was  born 
on  tne  13^.10' -J  uarv  1749  and 
is  fc  ond  fon  to  H:;pr\  fir(i  Loru  H  >iiand,^ 
by  Lidy  Gcor^'hna  Csrn  lina,  elotU  dajugh- 
ter  of  the  latt  D  ke  of  R.chmo  d  - 
]^y  the  mother's  s  de  ihtn  he  is  de  cended 
from  the  royal  houfe  of  Stuart  :  '  he  is, 
therefore,  not  only  reUted  to  moft  of  the 
anci  nt  families  of  rank  in  this  kmgdom, 
bui  aftusily  allied  to  tne  prefent  reigning 
fiimilv  Bv  the  father's  fide,  however, 
Mr.  F  X  derives  no  confequerce  fronj  his 
anceitors  Without  givtcg  credit  to  the 
idle  flone?  about  that  parent,  it  is  ftffi- 
cient  to  fay  that  he  laid  the  foundation  of 
his  own  honours  by  hi^  taleiits  and  appli. 
cation  to  buliiefs.  Nothing  was  too  in.ri- 
ca  e  for  him  in  the  way  of  figures,  and  his 
addrefs  in  Parliament  recommended  him 
to  tHc  notice  of  George  II  who,  in  the 
year  17^4.  m^d^  him  Secrerarv  at  VVir, 
and,  in  the  oUoAin^  year,  upon  the  refig- 
nation  of  Sir  T^io  iia-  Robinfon.  appointed 
him  Stcr^Ury  of  Suie  for  the;  foulhern  de- 
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ptrtment.  In  1^/63  be  was,  in  t!:e  prefent 
reign,  created  .a  peer,  by  ihe  title  of  Daroa 
-Holland,  of  Foxley,  Vht  fevea  years  war, 
as  it  has  been  called,  broke  out  in  1736, 
ind  comnit:nced  under  very  urfortunace 
aufpices.  The  perple  ^rev/  diff^tisficd, 
and  wifhed  (or  si  change  of  mimllry,  ^he 
monarch,  then  fo  well  advifed  ;^ave  way  to 
tlie  nition;  and  changin;;  Mr*  Fox  for 
Mr.  Pitt,  ail  wunt  well  and  prolpsroas. 

Mr.  Fox.  however,  was  not  lone;  un- 
employed *  for  as  mod  of  ihofc  with 
whom  he  had  a£led-were  re-inflated  in 
po^ver,  by  a  coali  ion  bet^^een  the  two 
parties,  he  was  nominated  to  ib.  lucraiive 
pod  of  pay. mafter  general  of  the  forces. 
It  was  in  this  cffije  he  accumiilatcd  that 
vaft  wealth,  winch  he  Icf  to  *  his  h^iirs, 
and  which  expoftd  bis  cha  aiSter,  in  the 
decline  of  iife,  to  cutting  f'-rcafm,  ^id 
himfelf  to  the  opprrb  ioi  s  appeiUtion  of 
**  the  public  dcfaaltei  of  tira  counted  mil- 
lions.*' This  nobleman  commenctd  and 
purlued  his  cireer  Sq  an  oppofue  eirec, 
i  tion  to  that  of  his  Ton,  for  he  con  tinned 
to  the  end  of  his  life  the  fteady  inpportcr 
of  grivernment.  Whatever  criminal  fpc*- 
ejilaciQnjs,  thtt:cforc,  he  niight  be  guilty 
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ifef,  Ke  had  nufnerous  friends,  who  w^ere 
willing  to  wink  at  them     It  is  gen'  jally 
found,  that  thofe  pernors  who  are  deter- 
mined govcrnraeut  in  all  its  meafures  jire 
the  leaft  found  in  prin:.iplc;j.  Thev  feem  to 
fav,  within  tquallv  c  Ipable  noblarnan  of 
the  preftnt  day,  •  VV  a  v/^nts  me  uiuft 
pay  me  '    Indeed  \\  is  with  money  as  it 
is  with  power,  if  u  lie   oo  long  in  the 
fame  h  md   it  wiil  corrupt  th:i  po{rjflar.l 
B.it  the  nobleman  of  that  day  was  not  half 
fo  much  to  nUme      the  nobleman  ot  this. 
Tnere  wis  no  la*v  at  that  time  lor  bidding 
the  practice  of  turning  the  public  nionty 
to  privat    ^dvsfjtage;  ¥  hereas  there  is  an 
:act  oi  Pirli  uiit^nt   framed  in  part  bv  the 
recent  noble  rel  r  q  ent,  who  thou j^ht  pro- 
per to  break  U  !  VViia^  will  become  of  the 
virtue  of  our  Houfe  of  Coramons  if  a 
inrmrtf  cf     b   tht^  conn  van:c  o^ hig  ser 
authpritv,  rewsrds  fiiCr  perfons  tS  ht  p  ea- 
fes  X-  ith'the  interejl  of  a  fti'^v  ^  unci  red  thou-: 
fan-'  pounds  no^v  and  then,  for  we  cEiinot 
f  ppo^e  he  **'OU  d  be  lo  inorrinateh  avsr-  t. 
icunis       to  keep  he  irtereft  o^  io  m^ny  |: 
tniil  or  s  to  himleil  !!!  Wht-n  we  excI'Mim, 
Ah  poor  Euialanr^ !  wc  do  not  me^an  to  fay  ; 
that  our  country  has  not  j?recicus  boons  lo  :. 
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b-^Row  on  the  giiardvans  of  Us  virtrse  ariS 
honour!  Bit  to  re  ura  to  the  niaM.  vv  ois 
the  proiciTed  'u'^j:o^  oi  t  ns  bntf     em  jr. 
Hi^   fitacr,  the  igh  addicttG  to  liDtrt  nj 
hibit:>  in  the  early  part  of  his  lite,  w  .^s  ^.x- 
anjplary  in  the  'Cdrt^  he  took  of  liis  ens}- 
edvicauon.    M  very  foon  p- rceiv  (^d 
.his   foa   Gharles   J.,^n-s  a  genius  wh*ch 
Wv^uld  one  diy  attract  uiiivt  rLil  admiration. 
Hi3  rapid  pFogr.if^  in  th^;..  acqu.finon  of  ciaf- , 
■fic  d  kar niag-at  Eton' Sc^iOol .  obtained. aim- 
a  decided  f  ipenority-i?!  evc^ry  clfife  .eu- 
tc;red.     i\e  hiz  fir-^r  h;4d  n]w^.y^  t:ncvmr- 
a^ed  hini  to  thi-  k  freely    he  'icqiu^ed  the 
habit  of   i peaking  readily,  a '  d  therefore 
in  eve*/  entiirpris-^  which  reqair-d  an  ora- 
tor, he  wa3  geijeraily  fix /d    a  by  his  .play- 
■mates'  ^^s  t  eir  leader.     Tn^iC  n^anlinrfe 
vwhich ■  *a  wife   parent  infpired  h»tn  witU 
while  yoaog,   ntver  left  him  for  a  nio- 
Tn-t-nt'  under   any   circamft^^nC't    cf  '^'^ fe* 
yll:  was  under  M>e  direction  of  Bar- 
nard  while  at  Eton  bjt  he  had  D  .  l\ew- 
COiUbe  the  lute  Bi^hup  of '  \¥.uerford,  for 
private  tutor,    who  inou^^ht  with  .realbn 
that  he  derived  mo^e  celebrity  frorn  tiie 
Xifcii  Hi  11  a  nee  of  having  fucii  a  pupil  ih^tl 
■fioni  any    preferment   wh^^itever   in  the 
church.     Noihinf^   can   b-r^tcr  ll^ew  xitt 
llreng^lv^:his  nn c'd  aui  ot  his  conRvtUUSil 
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then  -  that  by  turns  of  li  erature,  by  turm 
drSipition  appeared  to  engrois  his  whole 
sttention.  and  yet  apparent  preference  of 
the  one  was  not  allowed  to  irterfere  with 
the  other*  He  was  cbferved  never  to  be 
l^^tihficd  with  mediocrity  in  any  purfuit. 
Whatever  ?  e  fet  his  heart  on,  he  followtd 
V?ith  ardour  He  ^oan  demerllrated  i  is 
attaci  nient  to  he  finer  fenfib  lities  of  hu- 
tlianiry,  by  always  eipouilng  the  weakeft 
fide^  In  thole  coicteUs  whicii  occafiontUy 
diiturh  the  iociery  of  youths.  He  ofteu 
preuded  a^-  judi^e  in  dilpates,  and  when  he 
faw  a  rchool- fr.iknv  born  doivn  by  partia?- 
ity  and  prej\idice,  he  ex  rted  bis  maiden 
etoqaence  in  favour  of  juiVice  Lord  Car- 
lifle  was  a  coter^r orsry,  and  fo  admired 
ih^  younf  M''  Fox  lor  his  generofi  y  and 
penetration  in  fpeakina^,  that  he  v  rote  the 
f'ollowine  beautifui  verfes,  in  prophecy  of 
What  mi^hc  hi  eKpr61:ed  from  tnis  precious 
tnl  defiant  fcholar. 

How  will  my  Fox  alone  by  strength  of  parts, 
Shake  the  loud  senate,  animate  the  hearts 
Of"  fearful  statesmen !  while  around  you  stand 
Both  peers  and  commons,  listening  your  command; 
While  Suily's  sense  its  weight  to  you  affords, 
His  nervous  sweetness  shall  adorn  3  our  itvords. 
What  praise  to  Pitt,  to  Townshend  e'er  was  due, 
In  future  times,  my  Fox,  shall  wait  on  yo«. 
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From  Eton  he  went  to  Oxford,  where 
hs  is  faid  to  have  read  nine  or  ten  hoars 
every  day,  during  the  whole  term,  svithout 
inconvenience,  from  i  fen  s  of  n  £t  rnal 
rambles,  in  which  he  difplayed  tq  al  ^ffi- 
duitv.  The  tedious  uniforniity  of  a  colicgo 
did  not  agree  with  the  ardour  of  his  m\vch 
His  taleats  were  not  to  be  chained  to  the 
fri;];id  acquifition  of  fcreiu  e,  and  the  im- 
guid  enjoyments  of  a  contsrDplutive  life. 
Ht:   witiied  for  aftive    and  cnterprifing 
fcenes,  and  obtamed  ieave  of  his  father  to 
make  the  ufuil  tour 

.  ThOfigh  every  thing  in  rhe  form  of 
lux  iry  and  d  fliptiion  firuck  his  fancy,  yet 
had  he  an  eqaal  appt-tite  -^d  trq  iry>  and 
rlo  man  was  better  qunliii  d  to  derive  in- 
ftruftion  from  that  n  )velty  w'l  c  rrave!- 
i  li  g    IR)rd?.    To  TtAi    the  attractions  of 
1  French  vivaG'ty  and  Italian  luxury,  he 
i  had  the  confiderations  of  his  countr-. 's 
I  welfare  and  the  honour  of  his  chara6\er, 
Thefe  were  fometimes  of  too  feeble  an 
1  influence  so  prevent  him  frem  taking  in* 
toxicating  pleafur^?    and  withholding  him 
from  the  gaming  rub'e.    His  father  being 
'apprizt^d  of  theie  txoesse?4  urged  him 
return  home     He  was  obli;!:ed  to  otnply, 
thouirh   we  doubt  not  with  considerable 
relut^lajce^  as  he  had  entered  into  the  el$« 


fan aid  pleafiirj^^-^le  {bcletlcs  of  fbnie 
of  tfee  niofl  heAudful  vi'onievc^  on  tKe.. con- 
tinent, Fr.;*;!.!' the  tb^-atce  of  a>fiip..ttion  -avA. 
fleafiire,  he  was  triiniplgntt'd  nio  rfmt 
of  oratory  -md  pelirics.;  if  the  :  for:-^u. r  had 
bt^en  to  rti-e  -more   -actracting  **"nd 

fafcinulng.  -this  -was  ;the  njoft  in^por- 
tact  and  :ho:.our^?bW  :  and  the  father 
bzmg  no  ilran^jer  ro  the  liVx-lv  mid  laipe- 
?taoa.s.di!pouwoa  of.  his  fon.  fore  law;  that 
^•'feat  in  •-P^irij.amer^t  vv'i-ujd   d-etach  hini 

h^s\heaUh:and  ruin. to  his.  fortMne.  Lord 
11  ^ilind,  thereiore,  "at  the  general  elec- 
^tion  "in  1768,.  procured  hi^r^  the  r^i-Uu-a 
'for  -Midaorit,  in  Suffix.  Evtrv  *  per- 
fon  under  age"  is,  by  la^,  incompetent  to 
■j  idge,  for  hH:::f^lf,  and  (Uli  leis.  decreed 
C^pjable  of  niak  Pg  laws  for  ethers;: 
■•'this  ground  he  ^■•as  ineligible  to  fit  in 
the  .Houfe  of  Commons,  not  being  t]ui  e 
twenty  years  ^of  ^g*."  llDwever  :tbi:S 
liappened,  nht  ther  design  or  accidea- 
tn\  oversiglii  in  the  committee  of  privileges;, 
and  in.  the  fp'^aker.  it  iray  be  conlidered 
as,  t  fingujar  circun>flarce  in  this  g'^eat 
poliiiciil  ac^or  entering  on  the  public 
itage.  No  notice  being  t^^ken  of  hia 
non-ige  v^nn  p^rjiap:;  a  complinient  of  iur 
dulgence,  or  ioiTie  Qlher  venal  motive  ia^ 
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thofe  who  counted  on  his  fwppnrt  at  his 
ou'fet.  .     fne  exc^riions   and  cliip^^y  of 
ta-  nis  in  a  youth  ?>ev  r  fail  to  conciiiate 
good  wiil.  ana  even  i  ff  cnon;  it  was  uf  er- 
wardi   the  cafe  with  his  rivnl  Mr.  Pit  — 
No  Rieniber  in  his  novicisiCc  ever  exci  -4 
much  Sinxitty  ^r^d  expectation.  11^ 
fatisfied  ihe  fondefl   hopes    of   all  Wi:o 
k'^ew  him.    He  w^s  the  T  bj^ct  of  con- 
verfation  in  every  fafhionjtbie  company. 
HiS  mode  uf  ipeaking  had  fb  much  ori* 
gioality  in  ir.   and  had  fo  much  of  the 
voice  of  nature,  that  he  attracted  univer- 
fal  admtrition,     H  s  maidei  fp^ecb  was 
on  the  fubject  of   Mr    Wilke  s*  petittcir 
from  the  K.ng's  B  ncii  pifon.  to  be  ad- 
roitted  to  take  his  feat,  and  thereby  iatisfy 
the  defire  of  his  confUtue  ts.     It  is  true 
that  on  this  qaefiion  he  did  no-  take  the 
prpaiar  fide,  the  fide  ou  whioh  the  bell 
snd   moll  conilitutional  iiwvers  deckred 
the  j  ilice  to  ^ie.    I:  has  b^en  imsgined, 
that  if   he   had   favoured   tr^at   file,  he 
would   not   have  been  allowed  to  retrain 
his  feat,  on  s^ccount  of  his  minority.— 
Thus  h^5  ptrnamentary  career  begtn  in 
the  fi'ipporc  of  the  meafares  of  govern- 
iment,   and  fo  much  did  the  tniniiier  of 
that   day  vs^ue   that   fuppi  r  ,    t'^Tit  in  a 
ihort  time  =Mr.  Fojc  was  adv^inctd  lo  a. 
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felt  J8t  the  Aclmiralty  B  xard.-  No  fooner, 
however.  w»s  he  made  acquainted  vvirh  the 
, arcana  of  govc  rnmtfit  uian  he  retired  in 
difg  ft  as  his  friends  fav,  (and  we  have 
no  re  jfon  or  defire  to  deny  it)  becaufe  his 
hoaeit  mind  recoiltd  at  the  meafures  that 
were  preparing  for  the  great,  and  iniq  ii- 
tous  fcene  in  the  American  war.  The 
meafures,  however,  were  faid  iohave  beea 
foftened  down,  and  he  was  perfuaded  ta 
refume  his  feat  for  a  fhort  time,  when  ia 
December  1772,  he  was  raifed  to  a  feat  at 
the  IVeafury  Board.  On  this  occafion  he 
was  q  litted  by  the  oppv^iirion  as  a  place- 
nian«  and  thefe  reproaches  he  paried  by 
lleadily  and  in  a  manly  way  denying  the 
acceptafiCie  cf  his  CDpointiuent.  as  the  price 
of  his  fervioes.  He  in  fome  meafure  fi- 
lenCi^d  the  claniours  of  his  aniagonills,  by 
declaring;  thit  he  (hould  f  pport  the  mea- 
fia^es  of  the  gevernnient  no  longer  than 
while  he  believed  from  hi^  confcience  they 
were  calciila  ed  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
the  Britilh  empire. 

On  the  death  of  Lord  Hollan^,  in  177 
a  new  and  memorable  epoch  occurred  in 
the  life  of  his  fo«     A.t  the  Si^e  of  twenry- 
fix    h«  now  felt  himfelf  comn^e  ely  free 
from  all  rellraint,  in  the  pofTcifi jn  of  «a 


(    M  ) 


ample  ottrlmony,  to  whr«*h  was  added  tlie 
revcifion  of  ^  profit  «bie  place,  the  Clerk- 
fhip  of  c  e  Pells  in  I  eland. 

The  reign  of  the  pafii  ms  uow  commen- 
ced, and  fwepC  awav  his  fortune  in  the  tor- 
rent, he  "was  alfo  doi^med,  nearly  at  the 
fame  time,  to  be  deprived  of  his  employ- 
ment; frr  having  given  offence  to  Lord 
North,  who  was  ihen  firil  Lord  of  the 
Treafury  and  Chancel  or  af  the  Exche- 
qvier,  that  nobleman  formed  a  new  board, 
and  having  inent  oned  this  circumllance  in 
a  laconic  note,  added,  f^m^^^hat  ironically, 

that  ne  didUnbt  fee  Mr.  Fox's  name  ia 
the  lid  of  members." 

Before  this  period*  the  extraordinary 
talents  of  Mr.  Fox  had  only  been  Known 
lo  his  particular  friends,  buc  a  field  was, 
from  this  mo  nent,  opened  for  their  dif* 
play,  which  finally  led  to  the  raoil  alia- 
THihing  lefults.  Happily,  he  had  not 
pledged  himfelf  on  'tha  grand  colonial 
q  leflion  refpetling  tax  ttion  independent 
cf  rfpref^nration,  fo  that  he  rofe  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  debate  on  the  fub- 
jr'dt  of  the  Aaiericjn  war  free  and  unin- 
cumbtired.  He  had  hiihtito  but  lUUe 
lliidied  the  nature  and  end  of  a  free 
government,  in  a  poliiical  point  of  viewt 
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^nd  on 'this  occirion  the  s^uhor  of  the 
Si'olin.e  and  Bt^a;;Tiful     then  In  t;-fc  ze» 
nith  of  his  talen^V,  was  his  mcnilor. 

Biarke,  one  cf  the  moil  accQmpliihed 
fpcakcfs  his  age,  without  poiTcffi-g  the 
fidvantage$  of  either  binh  or  fcrtunep 
deiervedFy  a-tained  a  high  degree  of  cele- 
brity, by  his  le- 'rning  >nd  his  talenrs.— 
The  Treafury  Bench  leerrcd  to  trenible 
under  the  thunder  of  his  eloqience, 
while  raA'aliy  itfeif  wzs  iborn  of  half  irs 
iplcfidour,  in  confiqitn  e  of  h';s  econc- 
nnc?d  rcfornv?.  He  argued  agsinft  the 
ilmtiricsa  svzr,  Ghirflv  on  the -  ground  .of 
its  impolicy  ;  but  Fc^x,  }-oun.g,,bGld.  an-d 
inipetUQi  s,  attacked  it  oh  a  ccount  of  its  ^ 
injuilicg.  Liberated,  at  lerigih,  from  the 
fedoctions  of  wine  ar^d  cf  pJay.  he  rofe 
with  a  giant's  might,  and  being  armed 
wuh  rhe  better  caufe,  his  adverfarit:?^ 
although  arrayed,  in  .  til  the  power  aind 
influence  of  the  ftate,  appeared  but  as 
pig;mies  b'^ifore  him.  The  friend  and 
3fe{rocia::e  of  Camden,  of  Ciji'4tham,  of 
Shelburne,  and  of  Portland,  who  fnp- 
poned  the  lame  caufe  in  ihe  Houfe  of 
Peers,  he  was  already  confidered  as  the 
fecond  man  of  the  W"hig  party,  and  ta 
reality  was  the  firft;  for  he,  ,o  excelled 
Qthefs,  was.  alone  entitkd  to  direct  ihem» 
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At  lertgfih  ;all  the  predlv  Hons  of-Mr, 
Frx  and  his  ;iirc)diaties'f5?:ere  fully  ^nd  ^fa- 
ta.ly  v;^r  ficd  ;  tor  Burgovne  was  capour* 
-urjjwialilis  was  obliiged  to  capiiulate^ 
and  Frar-ce  and  Holland  having  b^tcocie 
parties  in  the  llruggle,  the  centtil  irfelf 
became  ^  extre-i^ely  u^spopular.  LorJ 
ivortb,  CO  ifonnded,  overwhtln^ed^  md 
almoit  driven  to  dtrfpair,  was  now  oblig* 
ed  TO  refign  ;  but  he-did  not,  I'/ke  fotmct 
niiniOer?,  lake  refuge  in  the  Houfe  of 
Peers;  on  the  contrary*  he  rentuvned  in 
the  niidft  of  i^s  partifans,  i^'ho  Hill  form* 
cd  a  numerous  bind,  b^vmg  4'!  t)ie  cta^ 
Jinours  of  his  ^dvtrrari':rs,  defined  their 
threats,  and  dcdared  himrdf  ready  tQ 
iTieet  any  inquiry  ihey  n  iglit  wifh  to  la* 
ftitute. 

Mr.  Fox  obtained  the  cffi-e  of  S^-cre-  - 
t^rw  {or  foreign  pfF»  irs.  in  ihe  fpring  of 
•1782.  when  the  JVL^rqais  of  Rockingham, 
the  moll  uniform,  ho^Vril,  and  u:>r^ght 
flatefiiian  t^^horn  we  have  p-cfftfl^icl  fuce 
the  R>  voiution,  v,  %s  nomins^ted  fird-Lorcl 
of  the  i*:eafLry.  Mudi  was  exp.'Q:fd 
ffonv.  and  much  it.  aiuiLbe  owaed,  was 
pertorn:ed  by  a  min^ilry.  the  UKril  tefpetl;. 
able  Qf^p.ny  th?.t  has  b:rn  U-eri  i:*Eng!tnd 
xiunng  the  prelint  r^ign,  but  ihe;luddea 
^eath  of  the  noblerii'ta  juil  mennoiied^ 
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at  once  f ffl'fled  the  ntnon,  tnd  divided  the 
friends  ot  liberty^,  while  the  <x  miniRer 
and  his  ^df^erenrs  knew  how  to  dcnvt  ad- 
vantage from  the  ftorm,  and  reap  benefit 
from  the  difmay  th^it  unhappily  cnfued* 

A  difpute,  as  had  been  fgrefeen,  imme- 
diately took  place  about  who  fhould  fuc- 
Geed  as  firll  Lord  of  the  Treajury.  The 
candidates  were  Lord  Shelburne,  after» 
wards  Ma  q  ot  Lar  fdowne.  tnd  the  pre- 
fent  Duke  ot  Porili^nd;  the  favour  of  pre- 
ponderance, and  a  fchifm  having  enfutd, 
Mr,  Fox  retired  in  difguft.  As  the  Earl 
©f  Ch^thyim  was  accndomed  to  obfcrve, 

that  he  would  be  rcfponfibie  far  aftiona 
which  he  did  not  direft."  fo  the  Secretary 
©f  State,  when  he  withdrew,  remarked, 

that  he  had  determined  never  to  connive 
at  plans  which  he  could  not  pubhcly 
avow.** 

Wh-at  rhofe  plans  may  have  been,  v/e 
a?  t  left  to  gueis.  W e  have  reafon  to  bel  ieve 
that  the  o(Ur,fit>Ie  difpuie  in  the  cabinet 
was  relative  t'o  the  independence  of  Ame- 
rica, which  Mr.  Fox  wifned  to  grant  as  a 
boon,  whUe  Lord  Shelbu.ne  defired  to  con- 
fer it  in  the  manner  of  a  bargain:  the  *le- 
crer,  and  perhaps  leading  caufe,  on  the 
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prefent  orc«fion  originated  in  fnendfliip 
to  '''e  Duke  ot  Portland,  then  a  very  po« 
pular  noblemtn,  whofe  exclufion  had  pro- 
duced the  mod  fatal  jetloufies  among  tht 
bert  fVierds  of  libertv. 

Mr  Fox  now  refumed  his  old  feat  fac- 
ing the  Treafurv  Bench,  while  his  former 
colleague  the  Earl  of  Shclburne  was  bufisd 
in  concluding  a  peace  v/iih  France,  Spain, 
Holland,  and  tt:e  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica. 

The  political  fuccefs  of  Mr-  Fox  and 
Lord  North  was,  however,  ephemeraU 
While  they  agreed  in  no  one  great  mca- 
fure  for  the  common  good  the  nation 
feerr^ed  to  unite  as  one  againft  ^htm  ,  and 
the  King  having  beoome  jealous  of  his 
preroc^ative,  on  the  introdu6tion  of  the  Eaft 
India  Bill,  they  were  obliged  to  retire,  but 
not  until  means  had  been  reforted  to, 
which  no  friend  of  the  conftitution  could 
either  advife  or  pratlice. 

The  next  public  aif^^r  in  which  we  find 
him  engaged,  was  the  profecntion  of  Mr» 
Haflings:  and  it  mu<t  be  allowed,  a hile 
the  charges  againft  the  governor-general 
of  India  oa  one  hand  rcq  tired,  nay  de- 
manded invelUvTation,  that  on  the  othtr, 
the  period  of  time  to  which  the  trial  was 
protracted^  appears  to  have  been  eqaally 
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impoUr^G^l  nnd  unj  jlh  Alas !  who  wiir 
no  'mmk  »  f ,  imueac  ing  fucctf^tul  de- 
li q  iency,  or  dragging  vf^  >rk>u3  oppref- 
fioi),  by  which  the  individual  and  the  na- 
tion nnva  3l?ke  profiled  be  ore  tne  tribu- 
\  ml  of  t  e  Houfc  of  Peers? 

O  i  t  vo  great  occ&fions  the  talents  of 
Mr  Ft.x  proved  eminenciy  fa^-vice^ble  to 
the  nation:  one  when  Mr  Pitt,  at  the  in* 
ftig;itiOrt  of  the  Coayt  of  Bi:rHn,  wilhed  o 
wage  an  unprofitable  trar  with  R  iii  t  re- 
lit ve  to  the  poff  ffi)n  of  O:z%kow;  the 
other  when  in  Kh^  wantoant-fs  of  power 
he  uriT;ed  a  contefl  with  Spain.— Expe- 
rience hts  fmce  proved  that  thefe  ol^jtds 
were  contemptible,  and  rhe  fingtr  of  pof- 
terir/  wiU  point  with  fcorn  to  thtt  page 
of  oar  hiflory,  when  a  miniller,  who  de- 
rived hiS  credii  from  his  management 
of  tne  fiaances,  laboured  to  itrspovertfh  the 
narion  hy  two  ridxulous,  but  bloody  con- 
fl  c1:  >.  one  of  which  haa  for  its  cbjt:£l  the 
p  efervation  of  the  Turkifli  fronuer.  and 
tne  o  her  a  participition  ia  the  trade  of 
ca  (kin-  and  fei  ouers!  ^ 
1 1  17^3  Mr  Fox,  worn  out.  and  per-»  |j 
haps  di  g  Jted  witn  pabl,ic  bufmefs,  re- 
paired to  tie  continent,  in  company  with 
M  ^.  .\r-Tiire^d,  wi;On>  he  afteru^ards 
married,  in  1780.     After  fpesdi^g  a  fe^ 
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iJat^^  a^t*  L^af:tnne,  witlr  Gvbb©n,  the  liife- 
rtan  he  ei^iiered  th<s  cb.ffi  r  giun^qf  Lalyr 
But  iie^  faddeniy.  recalled-  in  ^  ^'r-re- 
q  jci^ce  of  the  aiarnn  g  iMnefc  oi,  tlv  K-nj?, 
and  the  bnfinffs  the  Rniency  BUi  Vv  as 
fo  aljl^-  riianagrd  by:  his  rival,  ^^ho  now 
ptrv  eived  it  to  be  for  his  ioiereil  u)  {land 
cn,  CO  lUtutiona!  priiDcipies, 

We  no\v  approach  an  av^fnl  and  me- 
rao»'i^l^le  epoch,  tnat  which  gavt  bi^'H  to 
the  F'-ench  Hev&!utidP.  Ori  th?£  occ-.fr  n, 
Mi  Fox  dtSlured  hin^d^lf  ilrongiv.  uni- 
{QvnAy.  anddecifively  cn  tr>e  fide  of  liber- 
ty Ti  e  t^o  great  rival  C'  iefs,  v\  no 
agreed  in  nothbg  else  si  firii  cordially 
unired  in  this  caufe.  4ind  wid^e  che  one 
pref-^gi^d  a  long  p-aee  the  f  xtincuo^^  uf 
Gur  na  iona!  debt,  and  ihe  pro  perity  of  Iujq 
en^p?  ,e  tht:  other  j2[]oried  m  beholding  a 
V'hoU  people  refcued  from  tkt  mcil  op- 
prr  ffive  iervitude,  7^  d  at  t^^e  (-jnie  ti  ne, 
sugured  the  mod  avi^p  cious  rtfui  s  in  fa- 
vour of  tht  human  ra^e. 

The  conduct  of •  the  French  troops^ 
(he  ohferved)  d  »ring  the  late  :onir  o- 
lions  tended  oreati-'  to  remove  one  of 
tKe  obj^ftiors  wh^h  he  had  always  en- 
tertained sgainft  {landing  armies.  By 

f 
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refiiFing  to  obey  the  dilates  of  the  Conrtj 
thev  nad  fet  a  glorious  example  to  all  the 
military  of  Eu'-dpe.  «nd  had  irievrn,  that 
by  merely  btrcoming  foldiers,  they  did  not 
ce  ^le  to  h?  ci  iseas, 

M\  Pitt  h  luppofed  t  <  hsye  been  at  fird 
drajTged  iiuo  the  conrell  with  reludlance. 
No  f'uner  had  he  entered  on  it,  ho#fever, 
taan»  as  umn\  he  did  not  hefraie  at  the 
niea  \s  by  which  he  ^as  to  fecure  the  end 
in  vie^.  IncorruptlbFe  himlelf,  he  opened 
3he  public  purfe  wichaut  f^rupfe  to  others. 
The  heroic  age  of  prufufian  Teemed  to 
have  arrived  a^id  he  diilribtted  money  and 
tirles  and  ( {Tices  v/ith  fo  llbertl  a  hand^ 
that  the  ppjfitioo  benohes  were  thinned 
of  their  me  i)b;  rs,  and  his  atlcient  enemy 
wais  lefc  to  coritend  with  a  handful  of  ad- 
herents agamft  a  'noft  of  foes. 

On  this  ccafion  the  mind  of  the  Pre- 
mier  it  oped  to  Httle  perfonaU^ies;  f<3r»  not 
content  wjth  triumphing  he  was  deterfrnn- 
ed  alfo  to  infult  and  the  name  of  Mr. 
Fox  was  accordingly  llruck outHDf  the  lift 
of  Privy  Ceuniellors, 

The  latter  on  this,  as  09  nil  other  rcca* 
fions,  proved  niagnanimous  in  adv  ^^fi  y. 
T)  the  clamours  relative  to  his  di^^llec;- 
lion  lie  caimly  reoUcd,      That  he  never 
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had  approved  of  the  exctfles  of  the  French 
R  voliiuon,  and  t  lat  ne  yas  alik^  the  ene- 
my of  all  abl  lute  forms  of  gv)vernment, 
whether  an  abfoiule  uri  (oc^acy,  or  aa  ab- 
folate  democracy;  ai'd  ar  proved  only  1  a 
mixi'd  govc:r»amcr.t  like  oTlr  own. 

N'-arlv  at  the  finie  time  he  had  conci- 
liated  ihe  aff  ttions  of  a  Urge  portion  of 
the  pe  p  e,  by  de  :lar;ng  himfclt  »  fr^trd  to 
a  ref  rm  ot  the  hl  uic  of  Gaaimouis ;  and 
when  Mr.  Fi  od's  prop  fition  ta  that  ef- 
fect was  broug  It  for  ^>  »rd,  he  b  Idiy  avow- 
en  his  converfion.  On  the  other  hand  his 
adverf^ry,  who  had  (olc-rnly  pledged  :im- 
felf  to  tlie  v^ry  mi  afu^e  which  he  nov*r 
rpp  fed  was  reduced  to  a  nijll  mortifying 
diieninia, 

As  it  ivas  a  leading  principle  in  the  con- 
duQ:  t'f  Mr,  F  x,  that  without  ^the  m  il 
urgttnt  CO  fi  a  peace  was  the  b^fl  policy 
on  he  part  of  a  CO'  mercial  cation,  f  from 
the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  he  perptttu^ltt^  maincamed,  -'  that 
owiht  to  ^hv.ib  nd  o  ir  refources  la 
1794  he  deprecated  the  idea  or  ci^ntinuingj 
h  jtlilities  wi  hout  3*ny  fettled  ©bjedt.  Af- 
ter condenning  tbe  p  fuion,  :jhat  uhile 
ti'/:  J.^:obin  f  ilem  exi;ied  no  peace  could 
take  place  with  France,*'  he  a{ked,  pre* 
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viMd  honmir^bls  terms  could  ch^ 
tanned,  .wht  t  ier  if  would  not  be  more 
acrvif^able  to  truft  to  our  caution  and 
vigiknce  for  the  prefervmnon  of  tiie  coim- 
ir/,  thai  to  coatinue  hoftiluies,  with 
ai  enurmavs  wai^e  o  blood  and  trea^- 
iure,  '^iit  not  niore  produftive  of  feau- 
rliy  t  un  a*^  p^cinjatix>rv  ?  Confcioas  that 
he  could  not  oppofa  the  galden  torrent 
th:  t  ifficd  from  t  treafary  bench  he 
wkhcire^v  from  Fifliament  for  a?  while, 
and  evinc^:d  a  wiHi  io  renr^  akogelher 
^-om  public  ^ii'inefs  ;  but  the  'entreaties 
of  his  fri-n  s  tnd  ihe  occureoce  of  new 
snd  fi  gi!ar  events,  happUv  prevented 
this  ,nieafare.  We  accordirgly  find  him 
o"')ce  more  at  the  h»:ad  of  an  oppofu^on, 
ft;teh[e  ia  point  of  nombers,  but  truly 
for  ni  Uble  in  relpeft  to  taleDts  and 
abiHtie?» 

At d  ngth,  fJter  enjoying:  and.  in  feme 
11^  ^ fare,  revel  ing  \n  po  r  liuring  eigh- 
UQ  \o  \g  years.  Mr.  Pi  .  vo*Hniarily 
re  i  :d  fro;Ti  cfFi:e,  and  Mr-  Addington, 
fiTice  :r:a;ed  V^fcoant  Sidmouth,  con- 
cluded me  treaty  of  Amiens,  on  which 
orc5rr>n  he  received  the  Uipport  Mr. 
Tox  and  -il  his  friendo,  Tne  iBtter  may 
be  f^id  to  ikaye  now  experienced  that  fpe- 
cies  of  triumph  which  arifes  oat  of  poii- 
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tical  mtictpatJou,  for  as  the  tefrn^^'erfe^ 
not  fo  i>oucl  %s:  might  h&v^ ta  obuinfd 
in  1796?  i:  was  obvioas  lh*t  ail  the  mi-» 
ferie^;  caUmiues,  blood,  ^ud  tTtifure^ 
W|ii\t-d  to  no  niaiine,r  of  purpofe  during 
the  preceding  fix  years  uld  h^ve  been 
avoider,  had  his  warning  voice  been  but 
liftmed  to. 

W  en  a  renewal  of  the  contetl  wa^s  me- 
ditaiec',  Mr.  Fox  exprelltd  him{VW{  moW" 
edly  hqllile  to  tiitt  rneafur^ ^  I  do  oonir' 
tend  ftid  tie  that  the  conunn  ^nce  of  p  ce 
U  ififiniteiy  dtfir  b!e,  1  lecl  its  iaipcir- 
tanct  in  the  iiropg^r(b  manner  and  I  am 
not  Jiflursied  to  avow  an.  opinion,  for 
vhich  [  .have  noi  nnfrtq  iently  >een  tx^ . 
poftd  to  ridicale.  I  now  ag^iin  xplici  ly  i 
dechKey  thsit  I  cof^fider  the  prei.  rvarion  of 
n  uionil  honour  to  be  the  oniy  legi  imata 
c^ufc  of  war, 

Mc^anwi  lie  an  u'^iori  bsd  been  efltfted 
hv  the  Foxite  tnid  Grf^nviiSe  p^iities  ^nd 
from  tr.at  mc*^^  ent  the  lerurr*  of  both  to 
po-^er  w»s  c(  nfiotfcd  as  Cfffiain.  This 
\v,s  ip  psiJ^t  t-vinced  by  the  (tonriS  of 
tht  flouleof  Commons,  in  r^f^e£t  to  the 
profecution  ot  Loni  Mcivuk  ;  ard  8  ?ho' 
the  p^i  ion  of  ti>e  Inih  Cathchcs  w>s; 
thrown  out  by  a  g^tat  r  j  rit}',  \t  a 
large  portion  of  the  enrpire  was,  in  ionie 
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ineafare,  eoncitiated  on  this  occifion,  to 

the  G  sfidemion  that  it  was  not  deftitute 
of  powerful  proteAion.  In  4he  midft  of 
thtfe  difcuffions,  Mr  Pitt,  who  hsd  bteit 
for  Tome  time  tottering,  fiekened  and 
died. 

.After  an  oppofition  of  twenty-two  years 
peri  4  iinexarnpl'-d,  in  point  of  dura- 
ti  n,  in  the  annals  of  this  country  —  Mr. 
F  x  in  1800,  refumed  his  fituati  n  as  Se- 
cietary  of  Staie  for  the  foreign  depart- 
ment, which  he  htd  furrtfndered  in  1773 
—4  Soon  af-er  this  event  the  c  ndu^t 
of  the  King  of  P  nffia  excittd  general  in- 
dignation. Not  content  with  f  izingcn  Ha. 
nover,  he  excluded  the  Englifli  commerce 
not  only  froai  his  own  d  minions  but  alf© 
from  every  port  wh^^^^h  he  could  ^  itiier  ter. 
rify  or  influence.  On  this  the  new  mini- 
fter  publi'flied  a  fp'rited  declaration,  and  at 
the  fifTie  finie  adopie<l  meafures  for  block- 
adi' g  all  the  por^s,  and  interceptrng  all  the 
trade  of  the  Houfe  of  B-^anrenburgh. 

No  fooner  nad  Mr*  Fox  obtained  the 
feals.  than  he  determined,  if  pofliple,  to 
put  an  end  to  the  war  ;  b.it  juit  at  the  cri- 
tical period,  when  it  was  fupp ^fed  moll  of 
the  impediments  t^)  that  d.  fir  able  objedl 
had  been  removed,  the  man  on  v/hofe  fare 
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tnc  petce  of  Eurape  depcndei,  was  fnatch- 
cd  from  his  friends  and  ihe  world  by  m 
confirmed  dropfy* 

The  clofe  of  bis  life  wss  to  the  fall  as  ra- 
diant as  its  mr.ridian  fplendor.  Tne  three' 
laft  public  a£tv<;  were  wortny  of  Hit  niin — 
of  the  hero.  B/  one,  he  laboured  to  re- 
pair f he  outrages  of  war,  to  olitain  a  brei  h- 
ing  lime  to  our  allies;  and  ny  an  cxten- 
fioa  of  our  commerce,  to  afford,  if  necef- 
farv,  to  his  ua  \vt  country,  all  the  advan- 
tages uf  a  renovated  conieft  wi  hout  ti  e 
danger  of  drying  up  the  foarces  of  her 
wtalta.  By  another  he  attempttd  o  re- 
move all  legal  difabilities  arifmij  out  of  re* 
ligion,  to  unite  more  clofeiy  the  interells 
of  Ireland  with  thofe  of  England .  and 
th^s,  by  an  extenu  n  of  conimon  ri^f  ts, 
and  a  pirticipation  of  co^imon  benefits, 
wifely  to  rendei  that  w  ich  has  always 
b  en  confidered  as  the  ftiOngeft  portion  of 
the  empire  fecure. 

By  a  third  and  Uil  he  obtained  p.  folcma 
declaration  from  both  houfe:  of  Parliament 
for  the  abolition  of  the  Have  tr^de^  and 
thus  clofed  his  life  with  a  meafure  which, 
while  it  refcues  humanity  fr  m  reproach, 
fliHll  teach  thoufands  yet  unborn  to  vene- 
rate tlie  nam  3  of  their  deliverer  I 


In  hb  perr^fo^i  and'  manner  Mr  Pdjr 
fom«wbat  refembted  the  kgf  of  Ithica  : 
he  was  fliort  ard  corpulent,  his  cheft  was 
capaeious,  his  nnoulders  broad,  his  hair 
dark  and  thick,  his  eye-brCvS  black  ^nd 
bufhy,  his  complexion  tinged  with  a  yel- 
low hi3e.  In  his  youth  he  was  celebriled* 
for  his  tgUity,  btit  of  l  ite  3^ ears  ht  h^  d  be- 
come obafe  and  unweildy,  while  his  lowx-r 
exiremiaes,  fometime  before  his  de^ib, 
began  to  ej;hibic  the  diagnodics  of  that  dif. 
eafe  which  proved  fatal  to  him,  at  fix 
o'-lockin  the  afternoon  of  Saturday  ^.  he 
13th  of  September,  i8c6  without  paio, 
and  ^Imofl  w'ithout  a  Uruggle,  in  thti  59;h 
year  of  his  a§;e. 

He  expired  at  the  honfe  of  his  fri**nd 
the  D  ike  of  DcTOnfhire,  in  the  -^.rms  of 
his  nepnew  LOrd  Holland,  at  Gnefvi  i  :k- 
Hi>afe  hitherra  ceiebr  rted  as  x>ne  of  he 
rnaHer-pieces  of  Rilhaio^g  ^rt  i  but  whi  :h 
wail  henceforth  be  vit\v  d  with  a  new  de- 
gree of  irtv-rell  by  Ivnglifiimen  til.-  fpot 
wi'  in  tHe  ff^rftiiiry  of  which  a  F:^x  uit-r- 
cd  his  Uft  sii^h. 

Mr,  Fox  was  interr-d  ia  vVeflminner 
Abiev.  iRimt'di^itelv  ]iW\krg  the  monu- 
nient  of  the  great  Lord  Chatham,  and 
wtthin  18  '  che?  of  the  gr^ve  of  the  late 
iUaUrious  W.  P^^'  , 

F  I  N  I  S. 


